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Liberty Crops
Will Require
Heroic Effort

Discouraging Crop Outlook
Shown by Tribune

Survey

Labor Shortage
Greatest Factor

Heroic Efforts Required to
Produce Needed Bread-

stuffs

Wall Si>-ect Bureau
New York Tribune

T*|-riIAT of the 11)18 Liberty
\f\J crops?
.

That interrogation was

addressed by The Tribune to several
hundred country bankers and to a

number of agricultural experts in
a manner to constitute a nation¬
wide survey.
Many answers have been received

and digested, and the information
now is summarized and presented.
Its salient features are:

1 There is a shortage of labor,
ranging from 20 per cent in the

Central and Southern states to as

high as 40 per cent in the Western
states.

2 That the loss of labor from the
farms is owing partly to the

draft and partly to the competition
of higher wages in war industry.
3 That the food bins of the country

will have been scraped bare be¬
fore this year's crops are gathered.
4. That many farmers are afraid to

plant all they can for fear they
cannot .get the hands to save it at
harvest time.
5 That heroic spontaneous efforts

will be required to produce the
amount of foodstuff this year that is
needed to sustain democracy here
and abroad.

Bankers Made
Investigation

Relatively few of the replies re¬
ceived were given offhand. Interest in
the subject was so deep that many
bankers made extensive investigation
of local conditions, consulting farm¬
ers, and county and state agricultural
officials to get at the facts.
From every state in the country

corr-es the report of labor scarcity, as

the paramount factor. The labor deficit
in the middle Atlantic states is 30 per
cer.t: in the Southern and Central
'" es, "1 per cent; in the New Eng¬
irt, 'i '.ates, '¿'¿ per cent, and in the
V. ten states, 40 per cer.t.

.venty-eight of the sections from
which reporta were received measures

are h« ing '.r.ken locally to meet the sit-
tion. In most cases, however, the

; L-.-dva consist merely of more or

less definite pians to utilize the ser-

of scuoolboys. In 109 districts
no measures are beint: taken.
There is a feeling that something

-must be done, _nd yet very widely
farmers and others arc-, as a Montana
banker tersely puts it, "trustinj* God."
Many sections were very little af¬

fected by bte draft, in a direct way, the
local board being careful not to take
farm labor. In others it is reported
tÄt mro< than half of the supply of
farmhand was taken. One hundred
and forty-two banker«- reporting losses
through the draft estimated, on the
average, thai 1H per cent of the supply
had been so absorbed. The loss through
voluntary enlistment was heavy in
.0*ne -dace:-.

Indirect Loss
1h ;i5-h Draft

ost sections much labor was lost
.y through the draft. As men

taken from the industrial centres,
industry receruited its forces, from the

The movement of labor from
the iarrn« to industry ha« been con¬
stantly increavine; for more than two
an'! a half year-, much more labor hav¬
ing een lost to agriculture in this way
thar through the raising of the army.

In ihe endeavoi '- retain labor.
farmer« in tome ections have in-

erea d wage* to mor« than twice the
nom ; level. ir. some places farm
mods ar¦. getting betwe« J75 and
1190 _. month and board, ami even ;-;uch
extra attfac1 '".¦-. as the us« of the
-Rstomobile. The aveçage for the coun¬
try, however, including the South,
"»her»' pay in still relatively low, is
about $'.', a month ami board, against
approximately $2« a month and board
nor*-ial!y.
Leas fertilizer will be used this year,

owing to scarcity, high j-ric«-- and the
lack of labor to spread it.
The un-..- of farm tractors ¡n expand-

IBC, --rid ¡n «orne sections -will partially«'finit the shortage of labor, but not
ftnough to make an imjortar.t differ-
?-.r.c'- m the total production of the
CO<-ritry.

Tin*, briefly, i« the condition dis-
ch-ixj by the inquiry. Agricultural ex
perti point cut that the present re

Virements are rapidly exhausting*h»r remain» of the I9l1 crop, and the*<X"i bin* of the country Will have been
wruvnn clean before another liarvoit.Th»re will be rio tturplan, or none ofNfM(|ttence, yo that An ¡-rka will have
u depend solely what can be ««Tested'rom the soil ¿firing the coming SOS-

*!._¦ Power I»
Cn-ing Ne«d
____?í** y*ar v" harrested approxi-Mtelp U/mfioe acres of wheat mak-._r> . yield of '¡ux,<,(>o,<,»', bushel«,"
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Kultur Bugaboo Bar Phi.
Is Absurd, Says ¡ From Army as

AllianceCounsel Draft Felon
German Ideals Misunder¬

stood Here, Sutro Tells
Senate Committee

[Staff Correspondence]
WASHINGTON, March 2.."German

Kultur" and the expression "Deutsch¬
land über alles" are not at all under¬
stood in the United States, Theodore
Sutro, of New York, counsel for the
Notional German-.^nurican Alliance,
told the Senate sub-committee investi¬
gating that organization to-day, in
testifying against the resolution intro¬
duced by Senator King which would
cancel the charter under which the Ger¬
man Alliance is incorporated.
"Pan-Germanism,'' the witness said,

"is an absurdity."
"Any nation." he added, "which wants

to force its Kultur on any other nation
is guilty of an absurdity." '

"Pan-Germanism is the aim of the
Prussian autocracy, is it not'.'" demand¬
ed Senator Sterling, of South Dakota.
"There have been pan-German or¬

ganizations in Germany for ¡i longtime," »aid Mr. Sutro. "but when I was
in Germany, just before the European
war broke out, 1 found that the promi¬nent officials dîd not sympathize with
them. L am «iuite sure the Emperor is
not in sympathy with them."

First Defence Hearing
To-day was the first time the de¬

fenders of the German-American Al¬
liance had an inning before the Senate
committee. Up to date the committee
has been listening to translations of
the speeches of the o rganization's olfi-
cers and to extracts from its o if i c i a i
bulletins, the general purpose of both
of «.vhich seemed to be to keep the Ger¬
mans in the United States a distinct
group, with their own. language and
customs preserved distinctly, to elect
men to office who would not be in¬
fluenced by "muckers" opposed to
"Deutschtum" and to defeat prohibition
wherever it raised its head

Fol.owed by a perfect retinue of
burly forms with Germanic faces, Mr.
Sutro entered the committee room this
afternoon. At his left, during'his tes¬
timony, sat a man resembling for ;ili
the world pictures of captured private
soldiers in the German army. Next to
him sat two middle-aged men with mus¬
taches turned up at the corners, <>:i<-
of whom, sitting down, could have
posed for a picture of the German war
lord. The other might also have quali-
tied in this regard had his hair been
a shade or two darker and had there
be«'n a little more of it in front.
Just behind Mr. Sutro sat the new

president of the German-American Al-
liancc, the Rev. Dr. S. G. Von Bosse, a
most marked contrast with the remain-
der of the retinue. His face is thin and
pale, his hair black, and he has alto¬
gether the appearance of a zealot. He
.->aid he would need possibly one, and
possibly tv.-o, hours for his talk, so the
committee postponed hearing him till
Monday.
Mr. Sutrj was most evasive and clever

in his answers to questions, after he
had read a long statement. Seldom
were the Senators able to pin him down
to a confirmation of any ot their pointa.Newspaper men present who had inter¬
viewed Count von Hf.-rnstorff were
Struck with the similarity between his
accent and that of Mr. Sutro, both alike
in their sharp difference from the
speech of the average German wlu
cornes to this country and learns Enir-
li.-h. Mr. Sutro resembled the count al 10
in the skill of his fencing.

"German« Misunderstood"
Mr. Sutro's legal argument, which

was presented in a sort of brief h«
read, and which he will suplemcnt bj
another brief before the healing closes
consisted chiefly of a demurrer to the
legal strength of the attack on his <<r-

ganization. He contended that no evi¬
dence had been presented which would
be admitted by a court as showing the
culpability of the alliance

Senators King, Walcott and Sterling
hammered at him for more than ai

hour, erading passât:«;« from th«.- officia
bulletin of the organization, and alsc
from the speeches made by Dr. Hex
timer, who was president until recently-
After erading ejich passage, Mr. Sutro
would be asked if he agreed with the
statements made therein. It was in
qualifying the meaning of words ir
tho*e passages that he declared thai
German "Kultur" and the exprossioi
"Deutschland über alles" were not un¬
derstood in the United States.

Restless under one question as tc
whether he agreed with a statement ir
the bulletin urging Gcrman-Amcricam
to work for the spread of Germai
"kultiir," he said there were in th«
German social life rnar.y thinií which
it would be to the advantage of thii

i country to adopt. There were heart!
(¿bakes of head In apj-roval from th«
Member* of the retinue,
"American 'kultur' should not be su«

peiH.-de/j," he went only slowly, "but
th« two should continue, side by side
I think it broadens any man to under¬
stand the 'költur' of another nation."

At another time in the testimony hi
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Former Columbia Student
Rejected After He Reaches

Camp Upton
[Staff Correspondence]

CAMP UPTON, Long Island, March
2..Branded as a fellon because he had
been fined and imprisoned for conspir¬
ing to evade the draft, Charles Farncis
Phillips, former Columbia University
student and foe of warfare, was to-day
rejected by the mustering officer and
dismissed from camp. If Phillips had
intended repeating his consistent dec¬
laration that he would not join the
army or even work for^ it, he did not
have the opportunity, for when he was

called, with ether men of Local Board
12!) for induction into the service, an
official from division headquarters
promptly told him that men of his
character and moral type were not
wanted in the army.

Barred From the Service
"Phillips," said the officer, "you arc

a felon, and the United States armj
does not want you as one of its mem
bers. Your record shows that on Julj
12 last jwu were sentenced to one day';
imprisonment, »nd to nay a fine of ?50(
because you violated Section 87 of th«
Federal criminal code by seeking t«
avoid the draft. This precludes th«
possibility of your induction into th«
service. You will be given a railroa«ticket for New York City, and you willea-.e the cantonment at once."

Phillips made no reply. The scath\i)<X denunciation given him by the official completely unnerved him, and hkept his eyes glued to the floor othe mustering office until an orderl;motioned him to depart. lie left cam
on the 10 o'clock train.

Given "Silent Treatment"
During the last few days, Phillip'dt.-fiant spirit has slowly melted. N

one would have anything to do wit
him, and while he was not taunted oscoited at open.y after his first da
here, the silent treatment he receive
since then was quite effective

Wilson Numbs
Nation's Will,
BeckCharges

Four Peace Principles Have
Clouded Our Minds,

Says Lawyer

Republican Club
Diners Cheer Him

Suggests the Elimination
of the "Intellectual

Bolsheviki" Here

Jamos M. Beck, publicist, author of
"The Evidence in tht Case' 'and former
Assistant United States Attorney Gen¬
eral, in a speech before the Repub¬
lican Club yesterday charged that
President Wilson, in laying down four
principles as a basis for peace in his
address to Congress on February 11,
had "mystified the mind and -paralyzed
the will of the American people."
"Nothing more unfortunate has hap¬
pened," said Mr. Beck, "since we en¬
tered the war."
The 200 or more men who listened to

Mr. Beck's address greeted this ut¬
terance and similar ones with thunder¬
ous applause. Time and again the
speaker was cheered and at one time
every man in the hall rose and shouted
approval.

"If the President," said Mr. Beck,
"will eliminate from his councils the
intriguers, the pacifists, the doctrin¬
aires and intellectual Bolsheviki he will
confirm the confidence which his coun¬
trymen have so fully and ungrudgingly
given him."
At several points Mr. Beck went be¬

yond his text, in one such departure
saying:

"If the war is to be compromised bydiplomatic finesse, if it is to be settled
on the basis of four innocuous and al¬
most meaningless principles, then all
the chad will have died in vain."
Departing again from his text, Mr.

Bock said:
"If to-morrow a peace were arranged

on a concrete interpretation of these
four proposals, millions of soldiers
would leave the trenches, and. backed
up by millions of civilians, they would
say to Germany :

" 'You have defied the world with
your lust for power; you have mocked
humanity; you have violated our wom¬
en, ruined our lands. We will not have
intercourse with you?1 we will not. treat
with you; we will not trade with y-Tu, so
long as you stand, cynical and defiant,leering at the civilized world. "

This was the statement which broughtthe audience to its feet.
After the meeting Mr. Beck was sur¬

rounded by men who shook his hand.
Many men in th,o uniforms of army and
navy officers were in the crowd that
congratulated him.

President's Peace Principles
The peace principles of President

Wilson, referred to by Mr. Beck, were
as follows:

1. Each part of the final settle¬
ment must be based upon the essen¬
tial justice of that particular case
and upon such adjustments as are

Continued on Next Page

Preachers of
Anarchy Will
Be Deported

Agitators of Subotage Will
Be Rounded Up on

Order of Wilson

¡Many Arrests in
Northwest Expected

I. W. W. Members Are Not
Subject to Seizure

on Sight

WASHINGTON, March 2..A vigor-
ous policy for the suppression of an¬
archists and all who advocate sabotage
and other forms of lawlessness was an-
nounccd to-day by Secretary of Labor
Wilson. He issued orders to immigra-
tion officials in tho Northwest to im¬
mediately arrest aliens guilty of
spreading such doctrine. Even though
they may not commit any overt act
they will be detained and deported.

His action was in answer to requests
from employers and civic organizations
of Seattle and other cities that the
department undertake the wholesale in-
ternment of Industrial Workers of the
World, who were blamed for industrial
unrest, particularly in the loggingcamps. ^

Mr. Wilson held that membership inthe I. W. W. organization was not initself cause for arrest or deportation,but that alien industrial workers or
any other aliens who preach overthrowof the government by force or assassi¬nation or who are in any other mannersubject to deportation under the immi¬gration laws should be taken into cus¬tody at «jnce.
The Labor Department stands readyto support the round-up of anarchisticagitators by supplying funds to obtainadditional quarters if the Seattle situa¬

tion proves inadequate for interningthem.
Orders for the suppression of radi-j cal propaganda by a:iens are regardedby officials as the final step in the gov¬ernment's determination to put a stopto extremists who seek tc interfere

with the prosecution of the war. Citi¬
zens of the United States who preachanarchy will be handled by the Depart-ment of Justice, which brought about
the arrest of scores of Industrial Work-
ers in the nation-wide raids last year.Secretary Wilson's order was issuedwith a full personal knowledge of the
situation in the Northwest. As chair¬
man of the President's Mediation Com¬
mission he investigated the unrest in
the lumber camps. He visited mills
last fall and succeeded in quieting the
situation to a marked degree.

Canadian Workmen
Demand Stronger Beer

TORONTO, March 2..A large pro-cession of workmen marched to the
Parliament buildings late to-day and
asked for an increase in the strengthof prohibition beer. The request was
refused by the provincial Premier, Sir
William Hearst, who was "booed" bythe crowd.
The request was that 2,/z per cent of

alcohol instead of 2!_ per cent proofspirits be established as the legalstrenirth.

,-,-r-i

Germans Cut Off Petrograd;
Capture Kiev; U. S. Plans
No Interference in Siberia

Washington Non-Commit¬
tal as to Japan's Pro¬

posed Invasion

Allies Consider
Far East Problem

¡Answer to Tokio May
Hinge on American

Attitude

[Staff Correspondence]
WASHINGTON, March 2..The Jap-

anese Embassy received confirmation
to-day of un unofficial Tokio dispatch
stating that Viscount Motono, the For¬
eign Minister, had announced to the
Diet that the government was confer¬
ring with the Entente Allies on the new
Russian situation and the measures
that ought to be taken to meet it.

It was learned in a high diplomatic
quarter that eminent Allied statesmen
and soldiers agree that the menace to
¡the peace of the Far East constituted
by the wide-flung invasion of Russia by
German and Austro-Hungarian. armies
makes imperative the establishment of
an Allied military line in'the East, and
that it is practicable only for Japan to
undertake the execution of the project.

There is reason to believe that the
United States will maintain its pres-\ ont "neutral" or non-committal atti-
tude toward the proposition, although
such an attitude implies a lack of
sympathy with it. It was intimated
in an official Administration quarter
that, far from participating with
Japan in the occupation of Siberian
territory, the United States very prob-
ably would refrain from expressing
any views whatever, rather than in-
terposing' any positive opposition to
the enterprise.

Position of United States
This authority said:
"The United States has no interest

in the occupation of Vladivostok. The
only vessels we have there are for
patro duty. Russia is a big country, and
it is impossible to foresee what will
happen there, but it is a very dif-
ficult situation. Japan probably feels
that, if Germany captures Petrograd
and continues her advance into Russia,
Japan herself will be attacked unless
the German forée:; are stopped, and

¡Japan may lose her spheres of influ-
ence. If Germany does take Petrograd
and Moscow, she might be able to tako
all of Russia.
"This country would not. be likely to

take part in a Siberian campaign or in
the occupation of Vladivostock. We

I have, in the first place, no transports
in which to send troops to Asia. It
would be of no use for us to go any-
where unless we can go well. But if
we went into Siberia the first thing
Germany would say is that we, too,

I were going to take a part of Russia,
although, if we went, it would only be
to hold a line. Germany would compare
the invasion with her own advance into
Russia, declaring that she has as much
justification for occupying Russian ter-
ritory as the United States could have.
"There are so many différent angies

to the situation that it is difficult to
say anything definite about it. But as
for the United States, we are sending
soldiers to Franco. The war is going
to be won there."

State Department Silent
The State Department has declined to

make any comment on the new Japan¬
ese question, since it was denied sev¬
eral days ago that it had been con-
suited on the matter. Subsequently it
was learned that, in reply to an inquiryfrom Japan, this government took the
position of withholding any expression
of its \ iews.

Boris Bakmetieff, the Russian Am¬
bassador, is in New York and will not;return to this city until Monday. It is
known, however, that both he and other
prominent Russians in this country are
greatly exercised over the prospect of
Japanese occupation of Amur and their
taking over control of the Trafs-Si-
berian Railway from Vladivostok to
Harbin, with a possible further pene¬
tration of Russian territory.
The best information available here

to-day concerning the opinions of Rus-,
sian diplomats in America and the Al¬
lied coumries was summed up as fol¬
lows by a prominent Russian militaryofficer:

"Is the United States going in with
JJapan ? No? Then wc arc most do-'
cidedly against it. Ha.; Japan guar¬anteed to give up the territory she
plans to occupy? No? Then most cer¬
tainly we oppose it. We do not know
what Japan's intentions are. Further-
more, we cannot see any legitimate rea¬
son for the contemplated action.

Likened to Teuton Invasion
"The Russian people are likelv to

see no difference between a Japanese
invasion of Russian territory and the
German invasion. The Japanese have
not been invited to enter Russian ter¬
ritory. The Allie_ have not been in-
\ited, either, and it is difficult to rec¬
oncile their reported aproval of
Japan's prospective action, indeed, therr
partial inspiration of it, with their
professions of the right of peoples to
self-determination and to the ¡nvio-
lability of another country's territory. Í
"We cannot look at the situation ex-

enpt with alarm. The Russian people
probably will regard the Japanese as
invaders, as enemies, and not as
friends. Whether that fact will have
any material effect upon their atti¬
tude toward the Entente cause, I do
not know. It would be very beneficial
to the situation in general, however, if
the powers would give some undertok-
ir.g that they will not countenance the
annexation of Russian territory byJapan." i

In diplomatic circles it was assorted
that the great concern of England and
her interese in the occupation by
Japan of Siberian territory are related
to the defence of India and of China,
and that France's interests also relate
principally to China, nlthough at the
name time the interesta of those
powers coincide exactly with Japan's

Rumanian Parley
Has Failed, Paper

In Berlin Reports
AMSTERDAM, March 2..Ac¬

cording to the "Vossische Zei¬
tung," of Berlin, the peace nego¬
tiations at Bucharest, Rumania,
have failed. $t is understood
Kins Ferdinand's reply to the
Central Powers was unsatisfac¬
tory.

Other German newspapers say
the negotiations were interrupted
because Dr. von Kühlmann and
Count Czerniri, respectively Ger¬
man and Austro-Hungarian For¬
eign Ministers, had been sum¬
moned to Brest-Litovsk. A semi¬
official statement issued in Berlin,
however, denied that they had left
the Rumanian capital.

interests relating to-her national de¬
fence, to the defence of India, in a
word, the preservation of peace in the
Far East.

Protection Secondary
The guarding of the Transsiberian

Railway, the protection of the vast
. military store.-, at Vladivostok and the
policing of Amur were declared to be
secondary considerations. Only further
serious developments, including o
movement in force of German troops
into Siberia, would prompt Japan to
extend the Allied Asiatic line to be
established along coastal Siberia into
the interior beyond Harbin.
No confirmation had been received

here officially to-night of the reported
actual invasion of Siberia by .Japanese
troops. It has been known in Washing¬
ton, however, for a considerable time
that Japan had mobilized formidable
military forces in both Corea and Man¬
churia, and was prepared at a moment's
notice to enter Siberia.
The number of* troops available for

use in Siberia and Northern Manchuria
is unknown, but it is believed here that
not less than an army corps would be
dispatched to Siberia in the first in-
stance.

Berlin Report
Claims Capture
Of 12 Americans

American Casualties North
of Tou! Heavy; Asser¬

tion Doubted

LONDON, March 2.-Twelve Ameri¬
cans wer«; captured in the raid on the
American line northwest of Toul yes¬
terday, Berlin announced officially to-
«iay. The statement also asserted that
the American casualties were heavy.

Doubts 0:1 the correctness of the
enemy claim of prisoners were ex¬

pressed here in view of a dispatch from
a correspondent with the .American
army, which raid at the most the Ger¬
mans might have taken two or three
men from a listening p«>st, and it was
thought no men had been captured.
The part of the German official state¬

ment dealing with the operations on
the American front was as follows:
"Between the Meuse and the Moselle

infantry, accompanied by pioneers,
penetrated the enemy trenches north-
cast of Seicheprey. Americans who
were manning the trenches suffered
heavy casualties and lost twelve pris¬
oners."
Tho French official statement of last

night said that at two points Germans
specially trained for raids had come in
contact with American infantry, in
both cases the enemy suffering heavy-
loss, the Americans taking prisoners
and maintaining their lines intact.
These two points referred to may be
the Toul ceclor and the Chemin-des-
Dames sector «where two columns of
Germans were ejected from the trenches
after ten Americans and a few French
had been captured), or the statement
may mean there was a double attack on
the ail-American lines in Lorraine not
otherwise reported.

Americans Drop Gas
Masks to Fight Freely

[By The Associated Pre»]
WITH THE AMERICAN ARMY IN

FRANCE, Mareh 2. -The three recent
raids, one in the Toul sector and two
along the Chemin-Dcs-Dames, have
demonstrated that the American sol¬
dier, despite his previous inexperience,
is now» perfect^- at home in a gas mask
and able to fight just as well with as

without it. In so quickly reaching this
stage, the Americans have shown their
usual adaptability. Gas was used in
all three i.ttacks in just sufficient quan¬
tities to make masks necessary, as the
Germans, in their later attacks, did not
desire to encounter quantities of their
own gas.
When the engagement at Toul began,

.-irtually all tho Americans were
masked. Rome few of the men, how¬
ever, are reported to have taken achance when the German infantry at¬tacked, pulling off their masks for freeritetion. One officer risked his life tojive commands to his men during the
roar of explosions. He was unable
through hin mask to make his men
near, so he pulled it off and yelled his
M'ders. As it happened, there was no
ras in this particular section, but ho
lid not know it.

'Why Marry?" Autor Then. "AttractingM.-11 I« One Art; Holding Them Another."Advt. Î

Invaders Plan to Force
Capital's Surrender by

FamineI_
Vital Freight Centre

Seized by Teutons

Francis Safe; All Ameri¬
cans Out of Moscow

and Petrograd

London, March 2..German forces are
moving on the town of Botogoio, on
the Moscow-Petrograd railroad, whichplace is the chief freight centre forthe feeding of Petrograd, says a dis-
patch from Petrograd, under date of
Friday, received by The ExchangeTelegraph Company. The Germans
probably intend, the message adds,thus to cut off supplies from Petro¬
grad and to compel the capital to
capitulate by famine.
Large columns of German troops, the

correspondent says, are marching tow¬
ard Novosokoliniki. Enemy forces have
occupied the .station of Kliastitsa in
their movement in the direction of
Petrograd.
German troops have captured Kieff,the capita) of Ukrainia, and are mov¬

ing forward at many points, said the
official war statement given out in Ber-
lin to-day. The Bolshevik defence
measures, seemingly, are having little
effect on them. *

A delayed Austrian official war state¬
ment says troops of the dual monarchyhave entered Podolio, "for friendly in¬
terventions," going "in response to re¬
peated appeals by the government andthe population."

Bolsheviki Defeated
General von Linsingen's forces, saidto-day's Berlin official statement, de¬feated the Russians near Ryechitsa, andthen captured Gomel, 120 miles south-

east of the former Russian generalheadquarters city of Mohilev. The tak-ing of Gomel is important, because itshows the enemy has crossed theDnieper River here. Ryechitsa lies onthe west bank of the stream and Gomeljust beyond the marshes on the eastbank. This formidable barrier did nothold up the Germans a day, apparently.The invaders are also probably acrossthe Dnieper, at Kieff, which is about
100 miles south of Gomel.

Kiev, which is one of the most im-
portant cities in the old Russian Em¬
pire, "was liberated by Ukrainian and
Saxon troops," the Berlin official state-
ment said. No reference is made to
fighting for the city, which was cap¬
tured by the Bolsheviki from the forces
of the Ukrainian Rada on February 8
with reported casualties of 4,000 killed
and 7,000 wounded. Kiev urdoubtedlynow becomes the capital of the newUkrainian republic.

Austrian* Enter Podolia
The Austrian official statement ofFriday, received here to-day, mid the

appeals from the inhabitants of Po¬dolia for troops of the Central Powers
to help them had been especially press¬ing the last few days. Therefore. Gen-
eral von Boehm-Ermolli's troops ad-
vanced and have reached the line ofNovo Sielica-Chotin and Kamenets-Po-
dolsky. They are instructed to "re¬
establish order" and "protect commer¬
cial routes needed for importation."The points mentioned are just east
of Bukowina and just north of the
extreme northern end of Rumania. The
Austrian», therefore, are rounding the
right flank of the Rumanian army,while on their own left they link upwith von Linsingen's Germans.
The Austrian statement says so far

about 10,000 Russian* have laid down
their arms and considerable munitions,railway cars and supplies have been
captured.

Losses by Germans
An Amsterdam dispatch says that in

the capture of Pskov by the Germans
one of the German battalions suffered
heavy losses through an explosioncaused by the retreating Russians, ac-
cording to a Berlin dispatch printed in
the "Volks.eitung," of Cologne.
The decirion of the Austro-Hun-

garian government to send troops into
the Ukraine was explained yesterday in
the upper house of the Austrian Par¬
liament by Premier von Seydler as hav-
ing been taken in response to an urgent
request for assistance from the Ukrain-
¡an government. The request was
made, he said, in consequence of events
in the Ukraine which threatened to in-
terfere with the transportation of food-
stuff.s.
"In the circumstances," he continued,'we could not refuse our help. The

necessity has arisen for participationby the monarchy in an action which
has not the least connection with any
act of war and which possesses no po-| litical character whatever. It rather
constitutes solely an act of legal ad-I ministrative assistance rendered at the
request of another state in the interest
of that state. Naturally, this assist-
anee cannot be given except by the em-
ployment of limited military forces."

Demand Holy War
A dispatch from Vologda, Russia,whither most of the foreign diploma-tists have fled from Petrograd, says an

i example of the tendency being shownj in interior Russia to follow the ex-
ample of Moscow and declare against a
separate peace with Germany and tot
a fight to the limit for the revolution
is furnished by the action of the Coun-
cil of Soldiers' and Workmen's Dele-
gates at Penza, some 350 miles south-j east of Moscow. This council has de-I clined to approve the signing of a


